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Rejoice - Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice! 

Over raised for MHA’s  
Assisi Place  (The South Leeds Project) 
 

 
During the last 12 months, the 
Circuit has really got behind 
MHA‟s most recent development in 
Leeds, and through various events 
has raised a substantial amount 
towards this  „multi-faith Housing 
with Care‟ project for up to 90 
older people from different faiths 
and cultural backgrounds. 
 
Susan and Peter Howdle set the ball rolling last summer with a 

Strawberry Tea in their lovely garden, well supported by 
many circuit friends. Chapel Allerton‟s stall and café at the 

local Arts Festival was very successful and this was 
followed by concerts and an „Apple Event‟ in the Autumn.   
Churches Together in Moortown Alwoodley and Shadwell held a 
„Singathon‟ at Wigton Moor URC, accompanied by the Salvation Army 
Band. Others made donations from coffee mornings, concerts, sale of 
jams and so on. 
 
Chapel Allerton welcomed Sister Agatha Leach cj, a Roman Catholic 
nun from York, to a service in February – it was Agatha‟s vision which 
inspired this project and she shared her story with us. Meanwhile Assisi 
Place was completed and a strong multi-faith staff has come together, 
including Ted Britton, now working as full time chaplain for MHA, 
sharing his time between Assisi Place and Moor Allerton Care Centre. 
 
Assisi Place is now almost fully occupied and a pattern of regular 
activities is taking shape. There is a weekly act of worship on Friday 
afternoons and some residents also share in worship at nearby 
Churches. The residents were delighted to welcome family, friends and 
neighbours along with people in this Circuit who had supported the 
project, to what they now regard as their home, and to enjoy a 
Strawberry Fayre in June. 
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Different  styles of worship 

Recent years have seen a variety of different styles of worship 
emerge, both in individual churches and at circuit level.  
Some have been appropriate for a year or two:   
 

 Youth@6, Altern8, Party in the Park,   
 Second Sunday, Time 4U  
 
others continue to evolve: 
 

 Film and Faith, Oasis, Jigsaw 

 

Circuit Services are blossoming. They are more frequent, on 

the second Sunday evening of each month. They offer an 

opportunity to meet with God and to worship, in a different 
place, with different people, in a different way, and the 
chance to discuss worship and faith over refreshments 

afterwards. If you haven‟t sampled anything different yet, 

check the plan to find out what is happening and go. 

Jigsaw happens at Chapel Allerton, every 8 weeks 

  ‘a different shape to Sunday mornings’  

breakfast from 9.15  

  craft, discussion and  reflection 9:30 – 10:15 

  worship at 10:30 as usual 

  coffee from 11.15 

 
 People are welcome to come and go as they please 
 

– because traditional Methodist worship doesn‟t suit 
everyone,  

– because there is much to discover about God and 
faith beyond what we share in an act of worship 
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“I will sing to the Lord, I will sing, 
I will make music to the Lord, the God of Israel” 

Judges 5, 3 
 

…and what a celebration it was, truly „an inspirational evening of 
Gospel and Praise musicô at Chapel Allerton in June. 
 
Asharmi Dennett had gathered together a group of friends and 
colleagues along with a choir drawn from more than half the 
churches in the circuit.  
 Songs from different genres, including “He is the Rock” in 
four part harmony, familiar gospel songs “Soon and very soon” 
and “O happy day” modern praise and worship songs – we 
joined with „Shine Jesus Shine‟  – and Asharmi‟s own piece  

Reflective worship for the beginning of Lent:  
Graeme reflects on this experience in his blog: http://duttyo.wordpress.com 

The times of personal reflection spoke very strongly to me, in part, due to their 
stark simplicity. We were invited to spend an extended time in silence, either 
reading a meditation about being in the wilderness followed by some quotes 
from various influential leaders (which I glanced at but didnôt really read) or to 
simply sit and watch a series of different images (which I did and found very 
powerful). In the middle of the silence a piece of gentle and ómoodyô sax music 
was played before the silence was allowed to return. There was something 
intensely powerful about that time to make a deep and personal examination of 

conscience. 

Rock Communion 
Mary Patchett reflects on this experience: 
 
It did rock, in every sense of the word! 
Was it loud? Resoundingly so!!  
 – My ears and stomach took some time to recover!! 
Was it good? Absolutely!! 
 – It was obviously developed out of prayerful faith. 
Was it worship? Most definitely.  

– God was definitely there, working through those leading 
 
There was obviously a lot of music. The lyrics and liturgy were projected 
for everyone to join in with, in whatever way they wished. There were 
video clips.  
 
If I had not gone I would have missed the opportunity for God to remind 
me that I am called personally. – Me, Mary, called by God. That I am 
called as I am. Yes with all my good points, all my bad points, and all 
my idiosyncrasies. God calls me; personally to be who I am, for God. It 
is only through God‟s grace and my trust that I can be me. I pray God I 
can. 

 

http://duttyo.wordpress.com/
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“I will sing to the Lord, I will sing, 

I will make music to the Lord,  

the God of Israel” 

Judges 5, 3 
 

…and what a celebration it was, truly „an inspirational evening 
of Gospel and Praise music ô at Chapel Allerton in June. 
 

Asharmi Dennett had gathered 
together a group of friends and 
colleagues along with a choir drawn 
from more than half the churches in 
the circuit.  
 

Songs from different 
genres, including “He 
is the Rock” in four 
part harmony, familiar 
gospel songs “Soon 
and very soon” and 
“O happy day” 
modern praise and 
worship songs – we 
joined with „Shine 
Jesus Shine‟  – and 
Asharmi‟s own piece 
„Lead the way‟  
 

Different people from within the group  
sang, conducted and accompanied  
on a variety of instruments; piano,  

keyboard, drums, cello, flute, saxophone    
 – a very competent, versatile group, 

leading us in praise and worship. 
 

No one was in a hurry to go home 
afterwards and there was a lovely 
warm, friendly atmosphere as people 
came together, enjoying the 
refreshments, chatting or buying cards 
and jam; £150 was raised for MHA. 

ñIt was a privilege to 
work with Asharmi 
and her group of 
talented friends and 
a very enjoyable 
experience ï could 
this form the basis a 
Circuit service at 

some future date?έ         
Andrew Wray 

 

ñI found the whole 
experience very moving. 
I was the only person 
from my Church but 
immediately I felt at 
home with strangers as 
God's love brought us all 
together to worship him 
with voice and 
instruments. I felt 
privileged to meet such 
talented musicians all 
sharing in the name of 

Christ"   Anne Parsloe 

ñIt was great to sing in the group 
and be participating with such 
talented musicians. I enjoyed it 
immensely.ò  Judith Jackson 

ñWe came as a group from our 
church and had a wonderful 
evening. To enjoy yourself so 
much singing and raise money 
as well is perfect! Weôd be very 
happy to do something like that 

again.ò Jackie Armitage 
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„Ordinary‟ 
people                   

doing 
ôextraordinaryõ 

thingsé  
 

The Bible shows us again and again that God calls all kinds of 
people and equips them to do extraordinary things. This is 
happening today as people find themselves responding to a 
need, to a feeling that there is something they should be doing. 
Those who never imagined they could stand up in front of others 
find themselves as worship leaders or local preachers, those who 
like to take a back seat find themselves being stewards, pastoral 
visitors, hosting groups, being a listening ear. People are amazed 
at what they can do with God, once they say „YES‟ to his call. 
 

Anne Jeffrey (nee Kilvington) originally from Roundhay, began 

preaching in this circuit and candidated from here. She now lives 
in Fleetwood with her husband and daughter. Anne was ordained 
at Conference this year. Florence Doku was there:  
 

“It was amazing and powerful as we all joined in celebrating 
and acclaiming the ordinands but for me the highlight was 
Anne. She appeared to be glowing. One could sense the 
mixed thoughts and feelings of achievement, excitement, joy 
and humbleness. What a celebration to be part of with 
Catherine and Mary from Roundhay and to enjoy fellowship 
with people we've not seen for some time like Tim and 
Gwenda, other members of Anne's family and friends and those 
we met for the first time. It felt a bit like heaven.” 

 

David Cundall, recently retired, 

from Chapel Allerton writes 
 “They say that Africa gets into your 
blood. That‟s how it is for me. I was 
fortunate enough to be able to take 
early retirement from the NHS to 
become the coordinator of the 
Nigeria Health Care Project.  

  Babies born at Galadima Health Centre in 
Northern Nigeria: NHCP supports safe 

motherhood for people of all faiths and none. 
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It has been a real pleasure to work with the inspirational Peter Grubb of 
the Project. He is from Christ Church Halton, along with some of the 
other trustees. Our two circuits work together well here. The 
„extraordinary‟ thing was the challenge of being a student again:  

¶ commuting every day to the School of Tropical Medicine in 
Liverpool,  

¶ studying with 80+ doctors (most were the age of my children!), 

¶ remembering the names and life-cycles of all those creepy-
crawlies   

Working with our Nigerian friends brings hope and joy.  
See www.nhcp.org.uk” 
 

Nenna Ndukwe:  

Roscoe was very pleased to have a visit from  Dr Nenna Ndukwe, a 
former Sunday  School teacher and Church Steward who was brought 
up at Roscoe. As a young child she spent five years in Nepal where 
her parents, the late Mr Okoro Ndukwe and Mrs Oyidiya Ndukwe, were 
working for a project sponsored by the Overseas Division of the 
Methodist Church.   
 
In 2008 Nenna completed her Doctorate in Clinical Psychology. She 
has worked at a hospital in Middlesbrough and with inmates at 
Wakefield Prison. At our service on June 19th she told us about her 
present post teaching clinical psychology students at the James Cook 
University Hospital in Singapore and also about the international 
church she attends where she helps in the Sunday School. Members of 
Roscoe are extremely proud of all that Nenna has achieved in her 
young life. 
 
Maggie Patchett, originally 
from Lidgett Park, reflects on 
her work in Belize: 
 

¶ As mission team 
coordinator, I have to 
ensure all goes 
smoothly with the 
constant stream of 
mission teams from 
the United Methodist 
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Church in the USA (2 teams currently in the country, and 3 
more arrive in 10 days time!). They assist with construction 
projects  -the new Methodist High School isnow above ground 
level!  - accompany doctors and dentists, and run summer 
children‟s Bible schools, alongside our Belizean volunteers.  

¶ I have just returned from 8 days at youth camp with around 100 
children from 7 to 18yrs, where I was Chaplain to the Junior 
Camp. The theme for the week was „Making the right choices – 
WWJD‟ (What Would Jesus Do).  

¶ I also continue with my local preaching and training; I will be 
preaching twice on Sunday at 2 totally different churches – a 
tiny rural chapel with ages from 5yrs to 90yrs in the  small 
congregation, and Wesley , the „mother‟ church in Belize  

¶ Please continue to keep the children and youth of Belize in your 
prayers, and give God thanks for the dedication and 
commitment of all the youth leaders - some of those shining 
brightly are the young people we took to the Encuentro Youth 
Conference last year.     Maggie Patchett  

 

Vicky Atkins from Chapel Allerton/Meeting Point Café 

 
“What a journey it has 
been in the past few 
weeks! First I got the 
great news that in 
September 2012 I will be 
the new Leeds District 
Evangelism Enabler. This 
was followed by my 
Testimony service which 
was wonderful, 
particularly with Andrew 
preaching. Then 
Ordinands‟ retreat at 
Ampleforth, led by Father Bede with time to reflect on my imminent 
Ordination – followed by the Ordination itself! What a wonderful 
occasion - I enjoyed every minute of the day! It began with the 
Ordinands being welcomed into full connection at Southport, then we 
were off to Linacre Methodist Mission for the Ordination. The former 
president of Conference, Alison Tomlin presided along with Sue Culver 
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Relax - Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and petition with thanksgiving 

present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

the Warden of the Diaconal Order. I found the service very moving and 
felt held in prayer. I was presented with a Bible and a Diaconal cross 
on a chain. I was able to chat to everyone over a buffet tea afterwards- 
it was great that so many folk from Leeds East and North East 
attended including volunteers from Meeting Point. 
 

Mollie Bame-Reddic, who came to this circuit as an American Intern 

during 2003-2004, works now as associate minister at a large United 
Methodist Church in Columbia, South Carolina. Here she is passionate 

about their mission and advocacy 
work on behalf of the poor and 
homeless in the local community and 
each summer leads a mission trip to 
South America. This year they return 
to El Salvador, taking medical and 

construction teams to work on the 
construction of a United Methodist Church 
Medical Clinic. “Our medical team will 
provide care under tents at the work site for 
the adults and children in the town while our 
construction team works on building the 
clinic”.  http://trumc.org 
 

Mollie was married in May to  
Dr. John Reddic. 

 

http://trumc.org/
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Here at Roscoe, the WIFCOS project continues 
to meet need in the West Indian community, and 
French speaking Congolese and Eritrean groups 
meet for worship. At Trinity, the Zimbabwe 
Methodist Fellowship meets at 1pm for worship 
in their own language, Shona; as well as joining 
the morning congregation for particular services. 
The Oasis group and Oasis Café continue to 
provide opportunities for local people to meet 
and Trinity recently hosted an international 
KAIROS Course in cross-cultural mission. 

 

Recent information about church life shows a 
“mixed yet hopeful” picture 

 
Every October, we count the number of people attending worship 
each week and respond to other questions about membership 
and the life of our churches, as the Methodist Church seeks to be 
better informed in order to “plan for the future with confidence 
and vision”.  
 
Every 3 years, conclusions are drawn from this information and 
the report presented at Conference this July reflected a “mixed 
yet hopeful” picture, which “reflects the changing nature of church 
and of society generally”. 
 
Without doubt, traditional patterns are in decline: –  

 membership has dropped by 10% since 2007, 
 attendance by 7% and 
 many congregations are small and elderly.  
 

But there are positive signs of “growth in British Methodism‟s 
reach, diversity and community engagement”.   
This is as true in Leeds, as in the rest of the country. 
 
In particular the report invites us to find hope in: 
 
 
òthe way that 
congregations 
have celebrated 
ethnic diversity 
and supported 
the spiritual life 
of different 
cultural 
communities ó 
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Many are involved in supporting others 
through:- 
 

 ̄ „person to person‟ at Oxford Place,  

 ̄ Moor Allerton Care Centre, 

 ̄ lunch clubs and agencies such as 
Northcall, Maecare, Mena and Chapel 
Allerton Good Neighbours 

 ̄ other charitable organisations 

 ̄ and the army of folk helping the individuals 
they know 

òexpressions of 
chaplaincy 
reported in 20% of 
churches ð 
including street 
pastors, town 
centre chaplaincy 
and ministry to the 
elderly ó 
 
 

 
“projects expand ing outside the boundaries of church 
walls ó 
 

 
 

demonstrated locally through the Social Networking and online 
media project, where some people have been able to explore 
Christian faith and living who are not connecting to traditional 
church.  
 

Saint Arnolds is a community of spiritual explorers 
who meet together to listen to the re-telling of Bible 
stories in straight forward, no nonsense language. 
We then follow the ramblings of pub punter Dave 
as he tries to make sense of the words in his little, 
battered black book. 
 

If you're over 18, (or know someone who would) like 
meeting with other people, like talking about the 
things you believe in and enjoy relaxing in a 
comfortable setting with a nice drink...please join 
us! The group meets at the Lord Darcy pub:  see 
the linked website  
http://www.saintarnolds.moonfruit.com 

http://www.saintarnolds.moonfruit.com/
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òthe huge number 
of children and 
young people 
engaged in groups 
and activities 
outside of worship 
andé.. the extent 
of Methodist 
Commitment to 
young people 
through funding 
and volunteer 
work locally and 
nati onally ó 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roundhay Methodist Church runs an after 

school Kidzklub weekly during school-term at 

Roundhay St John's Primary School. There 

will be a Holiday Club 'Going Bananas' at 

Roundhay Methodist Church on Mon, Tues, 
Wed  22nd, 23rd & 24th August from 10am - 
2pm each day. (more information from John 
McNeill  265 8093.) There is also a quarterly 

Pram Service (Summer, Harvest, Christmas, 

and Easter) with games, songs and stories 
for the very young. 
There are also a number of uniformed groups 
meeting at Roundhay, Chapel Allerton and 
Lidgett Park. 

Chapel Allerton Youth 

Project:  
ñworking with young people 
across the three churches 
and the community in a 
growing project that 
inspires, releases and gives 
opportunities to share our 
faith in Jesus.” 
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Refocus - Finally beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is admirable, if there is any excellence and 

if there is anything praiseworthy, think about these things. 

Keep on doing the things that you have learned, received, 

heard and seen in me and the God of peace will be with you. 

 

 
 

 

 
 
òThe future holds many challenges but Iõm 
confident we can meet them as we seek to become 
a more faithful, generous and energised churchó  

Revd . Martyn Atkins  
 

Read the report for yourself on the Methodist church website: 
www.methodist.org.uk/ statisticsformission 
 

Hannah Dey, ecumenical youth worker writes “I feel very privileged 
to work for CAYP fulltime and to see the range of groups and 
activities that happen as part of it; and most importantly meet the 
wonderful mix of young people and team who make up the groups.” 

 

The project includes 2 youth 
groups -Totally Tuesday (10-
13) and WOW (13+) - who 
enjoy residentials and 
regular meetings in the 
Methodist Centre. There are 
3 cell groups and the 
‟Romance Academy‟, 
helping young people to 
think through their attitudes 
to relationships and sex, in a 
mentoring project in a local 
high school. 
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Standing room only at Woodhouse! 

Former members joined people from the whole Circuit for a final act of 
celebration at Woodhouse on Sunday 12th June, filling the church to 
capacity and overflowing into the entrance hall - certainly a day to 
remember for the small, faithful congregation there.  

 
In the morning, an intimate 
communion service provided an 
opportunity for quiet reflection, whilst 
the evening service celebrated the 
varied gifts of members, who read 
and sang for us. We heard too from 
Trevor Bates, Stella Bullivant and 
Robert Creamer, of wonderful work 
over the years amongst the local 
community.  
 

 
This included work with young people 
in addition to the Sunday School, 
which ran for many years. There was 
Boys Brigade, a Girls‟ Club and a Boys‟ 
Club and „Jerusalem Journey‟. So it 
was good that young people could 
contribute to this service. Alexandra 
Claxton-Ruddock, who has been 
playing the saxophone since 
September 2010 gave us „Amazing 
Grace‟…  

 
and Elizabeth Tobin sang Adele‟s 
'To make you feel my love'. 
Elizabeth got through to the final 
of 'Schools Got Talent' and went 
onto represent her school at 
'Leeds Got Talent' singing in 
Leeds Town Hall, Both of them 
had been members of the Junior 
Church at Woodhouse.  

 

Now thank we all our God,  
with hearts and hands and voices, 
Who wondrous things has done,  
in whom his world rejoices; 
Who from our mothersô arms 
Has blessed us on pour way 
With countless gifts of love, 
And still is ours today.  
Martin Rinkart  
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We of this generation 
 on whom Godõs hand is laid, 
can journey to the future 
 secure and unafraid, 
rejoicing in Godõs goodness 
 and trusting in his word 
that ôYou shall be my people 
 and I shall be your Godõ. 

Judith Fetter  

 
An offering was taken for the 
local „Caring Together‟ project, 
which operates out of the 
adjacent Community Centre. 
Members here have been 
involved since this began, 
providing help and 
encouragement for local 
elderly people through many 
different activities. 
 
 
 

 
All the hymns during both services 
were chosen by Woodhouse 
people, including traditional hymns 
and others introduced more 
recently, each with its own 
particular association. Memories 
came flooding back as we sang, as 
we listened to stories from years 
ago and as friendships were 
renewed over a cup of tea.  
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 Philippians 4: 4-9 

Rejoice in the Lord 

always; again I will 

say, Rejoice!  Let 

your gentleness be 

known to everyone. 

 The Lord is near. 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving present your 

requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally 

 beloved, whatever is 

true, whatever is 

noble, whatever is 

just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is 

admirable, if there is 

any excellence and if 

there is anything 

praiseworthy think 

about these things. 

Keep on doing the 

things that you have 

learned, received  

heard and seen in 

me and the God of  

 

peace will be with you 


